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      Senior Shea Lipe is the 2018  Miss 
Desoto. Lipe won the title during the 
DeSoto County Fair.  She competed 
against three other girls in per-
sonal interview, opening number, 
sportswear (which also contained 
a legacy speech), evening wear, 
on stage question, and a talent 
portion.
     Lipe also won Miss Congenial-
ity which is voted for by the other 
contestants. This means she was 
voted for being a friendly and 
social person who gets along with 
everybody. 
     Pageants take time to prepare 
for and lots of effort.  “I learned 
my speech like two days before 
the pageant, actually.  I would 
practice walking in heels.  Some-
times my mom would randomly 
ask me questions that I could’ve 
gotten asked on the on stage ques-
tion portion.” Lipe says.
     In sportswear, the contestants 
had to give a speech on what 
legacy they would like to leave be-
hind.  “I wanted to be remembered 

as someone who wanted to be kind and 
loving to others.” says Lipe.  For the tal-
ent portion, she sang ‘Clean’ by Natalie 

Grant.  “I sang that song because I’m a 
Christian so it was passionate to me.”
     People do pageants for many differ-

ent reasons, some for fun and 
some to win. “I did it because 
I wanted to try something new 
and there was a scholarship.  I 
got the scholarship.” says Lipe, 
“It was different and fun. I’d 
never done one before.  It was 
crazy to see what people went 
through to win.”
     After winning, Lipe had to 
attend the fair everyday after-
wards. 
      One of the things she had 
to do was attend the steer and 
hog shows. Lipe says she even 
showed her own steer.  She also 
had to kiss the winning steer.  
“It was gross.” she says.        
      Lipe also had to watch the 
other pageants with the younger 
girls. “They were so cute. You 
could tell they worked for it all 
and were passionate about it.” 
said Lipe.

Lipe titled 2018 Miss Desoto

     Mr. Dave Bremer is the new interim principal here. He’s 
new	to	the	campus	but	not	to	the	county.	This	isn’t	his	first	time	
working in DeSoto 
though. Bremer had a 
long history of work-
ing in the middle 
school from being the 
boys’ basketball coach 
to working his way up 
to being the principal.
      In Bremer’s col-
lege years he went to  
Nova University and 
earned his Bachelor 
of Arts and Masters 
of ED. Leadership. 
Bremer played volley-
ball in his early years 
around the state and 
the athletic director 
wanted him to coach 
the team because he 
thought Bremer knew something about it. So Bremer ended 
up	coaching	the	team	in	1983.	His	first	teaching	job	was	at	a	
middle school in Lake County as a P.E. teacher.  In 1980 he 
moved to DeSoto and became boys’ basketball coach at DeSoto 
Middle School for 12 years. 
     Bremer even coached the girls’ basketball team from 1982-
1989. Bremer said. “The girls listened better and had good 
grades and a higher GPA”. 

     The coach became the assistant principal for seven years 
at	the	middle	school.	“I	enjoyed	it.	I	always	liked	the	middle	

school students because they 
are at the age where you 
can talk to them and con-
vince them that change was 
needed.” In 1999 he became 
principal and stayed there 
for 11 years. Bremer en-
joyed	working	at	the	middle	
school and even said there 
was “a great deal of kids that 
came wanting to learn.” He 
also mentioned that many of 
the students were respectful 
and polite. He liked see-
ing that there was a “caring 
bond between students and 
teachers”.  
     He’s been retired for 5

   years. “The biggest thing
   I liked about retirement was 

not having to make decisions every time you turned around. 
Bremer has been hired for the rest of the school year.  
   Bremer’s main goal is to “support the students and staff at 
DeSoto High School.” 

Dave Bremer becomes principal

Page editors: Litzy Castro, Adriana Ochoa

Dave Bremer comes out of retirement to be the principal here. Bremer brings years of 
adminstrative experience to the school.

Hayley Thompson

Destiny Keller

photo - Daisy Silos

photo - Kerena Robinson
Senior Shea Lipe was named Miss DeSoto 2018. She was crowned 
during the fair. 
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Variety of problems arises in student parking lot

Kevin Herrera

Infrastructure trials see no success

Paul Alejo

     The smell of diesel fuming out of exhaust pipes 
fill	the	air,	engines	roaring	and	purring	as	the	cars	
come rushing in, people laughing and shouting. No, 
this is not NASCAR but the student and faculty 
parking lots. 
     The teacher and student 
parking lots, both do not get 
enough attention for the amount 
of potential dangers that are 
lurking. “I almost got ran over 
because some people have their 
music to loud and they can’t 
concentrate,” says eleventh 
grader, Salvador Altamirano. 
Twenty percent of all vehicle 
accidents in the United States 
happen in parking lots. In fact,
an accident is more likely to 
occur in close quarters such as 
this. 
     The teacher parking lot is right next to the 
studentdrop off point, which in turn makes it a high 
risk situation for a teacher or anyone else for that 
matter. A person distracted by their phone could 
easily make a fatal mistake and cause casualties. 
“We should block off the teacher entrance from 

parents because they come whipping around the 
corner,” says Mrs.Sheri Bohannan, who is an online 
class teacher.
     Bohannan arrives at the teacher parking lot 

around 7:30 when 
it’s not packed. 
“My parking spot 
is always empty 
because I park in a 
flooded	spot,	
 so when it rains
 I just back up and
 park a little on 
the
 curb,” she says 
on
 the topic of 
finding	
 a parking spot. 

     From her 
 experience she says there has not been an accident 
or issuein the parking lot this far. As for the student 
parking lot she says, “They should make the road a 
little wider so the cars can get out, especially with 
the rodeo starting soon, it’s going to be busy.”
    The parking lot here is more prone to an accident 

seeing how the bulk of anxious teenagers, both 
experienced and newly-licensed drivers, sprint to 
their vehicles to see who can get out the fastest 
and arrive at their. destination. “People go through 
empty parking spots and others cut people off just 
to get closest to the front of the line,” says Gerardo 
Alvarez, senior. 
     Seeing that you may be in a race to leave, it 
might be best to just be aware of the situation 
and	find	out	how	to	minimize	your	chances	of	an	
accident occurring. Isidro Olguin, senior, has been 
driving for a while now and has come to realize that 
getting here 10 to 15 minutes early and securing 
your spot in the front is your best bet. “I always try 
to	find	a	spot	in	the	front,	and	then	I	just	take	a	little	
nap in my truck until school starts” Olguin said. Not 
all of us have the same thoughts however, such as 
the ones who like to get there 10 more minutes of 
sleep in, and will remain encountering these parking 
lot issues.
     The best thing to do would be to take extra 
caution when in a parking lot. As the number of 
new drivers and reckless drivers grow, it’s more 
likely that something could happen at any instance. 
Try arriving early, staying a little bit after everyone 
clears out, or park a good ways away from any cars, 

     Endless infrastructure trials were 
held on January 17, 30, and 31 with 
a cancelled one on Records Day for 
the teachers, and the latest one March 
27.     The purpose was for rooms with 
chrome books and computers to be able 
to let students take 
their EOCs (end of 
course exams), state 
mandated testing , 
and	finals,	but	so	far	
no luck.  
     Students have 
wondered, “Why are 
we even doing this? 
Well...
     “The whole 
purpose of the 
trials was because 
sometime there isn’t 
enough room in the 
computer lab for 
students to take their 
exams, so for the teachers with computer 
and chrome books in their classroom, 
this will help them a lot”, states Ms. 
Cynthia Langston, Assistant Principal. 
     Adminstration wanted to see if the 

computers would break down when the 
test	application	started.	“The	first	2	trials	
were unsuccessful”, said. Langston.  
The	reason	for	the	first	successful	trial	
was because the whole district did it at 
the same time. But it wasn’t just this 

district, it was 
the whole 
state. “The
infrastructure 
trials are a 
statewide 
thing”, states 
Langston.
  The 
second 
trial was 
unsuccessful 
because 
the district 
schools 

(Memorial, 
Nocatee, 

DMS, etc.) started at different times.                                                                                                                                           
             Most people are probably 
wondering, “Then why didn’t it work 
the second time, if they didn’t start 
at	the	same	time	like	the	first	trial?”	

Well that is because one school started 
approximately at 9:10, another at 
9:20, we started at 9:25. So there was 
essentially	a	five-ten	minutes	time	
difference, this wasn’t much help.  
 The third trial was also a bust. 
The fourth trial held on the 28 was 
also unsuccessful. According to Mr. 
Dave Bremer principal, “A total of 
90% students were able to log on, but 
we need a 100% so students won’t be 
booted out.” 
         In the end, the trials failed. The 
tech people worked day and night so 
that the trails would work and be able to 
be used. 
     With the end of the year just around 
the corner, it seems a better use of both 
teachers’ and students’ time to abandon 
this idea for this year. Most classes are  
trying to get through the material they 
need	to	cover	before	finals	face	the	
student body.
     The testing labs will have to be used 
this year.

Art - Crystal Garcia

Fly on the wall- Nikki Locker
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Students need to get to class on time 
     Many reasons exists as to why 
students are being called up for lunch 
detention and ISS (In-school suspen-
sion). Lunch detention and ISS has 
been a recurring thing in this school 
that	needs	to	be	fixed.
     “To get a lunch detention you 
have had to be late to a class three 
times or more” says Mrs. Shawn 
Murphy, Secretary to the Dean. This 
is a problem with students, which is 
why more and more people are get-
ting lunch detention. “They choose 
not to go to class and talk with their 
friends”, states Mr. Joseph Davis, 

ISS teacher.
     Other reasons students get lunch 
detention is because some choose to 

leave school and eat lunch at a res-
taurant in town.. Other students just 
skip class on purpose (usually getting 

caught).
     Since the beginning of the 
year the numbers of lunch 
detentions and ISS have “re-
mained pretty much the same” 
states Davis. Many think those 
in 12th and 11th grades are the 
grades most likely to get lunch 
detention. This however isn’t 
true at all. According to Davis,   
“It’s pretty equal across the 
board.”

     Many students don’t show up to 
do their time because they think that 
it’s a waste and/or they prefer to eat 
lunch with their friends. Well, if Mrs. 
Cynthia Langston knows you, chances 
are that she will track you down dur-
ing lunch. If this doesn’t work then 
you will go and serve your time after 
school.
     If the number of ISS and lunch 
detentions reduced, this would mean 
that students are behaving better and 
were getting to class on time. There’s 
still time to improve.

Kevin Herrera

“What issues have you 
encountered in the student 
parking lot?”
“The students do not take their time getting 
out. They all go at one time and they are in 
too much of a hurry to get out.”
-Jaylynn Batson, Grade 9
 
“There’s not a lot of space. I almost got in 
a wreck because we were backing up at the 
same time. There are people out there who 
don’t belong—skippers.”
-Jahyman Hillman, Grade 10

“One time I almost got ran over because the 
person driving was using his phone.”
-Kevin Ferreira, Grade 10 

“The alleyways are too small. Just two days 
ago	I	was	going	park	in	the	first	lane	and	a	
truck was coming so instead of waiting for 
me to park he went over the grass.”
-Olivia Barrera, Grade 11

Other	than	the	traffic	because	other	stu-
dents won’t let you pull out of your parking 
spots, parents think it’s okay to pick up their 
students, making it extremely hard to get out 
while they’re trying to get in.”
-Olivia Bolstein, Grade 11

“When you’re trying to leave after school 
ends, it be like half an hour before you get 
out.”
-David Magana, Grade 12

      Some question, how many subs 
do we have in a year for core class-
es? Is it an unbelievable amount? 
Does this affect the ways and/or 
time students learn?
     To start off with, the school has 
63 teachers in total. There are also 
5 teacher assistants. In total there 
are 28 core classes that are taught 
here in school. 
Some of these 
teachers teach 
more than one 
subject such as 
a core class and 
in addition an 
elective. One 
of the schools 
subs Mrs. 
Kathryn Stan-
dard has been 
subbing for 8 
years and is 
still trying to receive her masters to 
become a teacher. “It varies, I could 
teach 5 different subjects or stay in 
one class all week” she says
     Core classes consist of English 
1,2,3,4, Algebra 1&2, Geometry, 
Pre Calculus, Calculus, and Science.
Elective classes include Journalism, 
Yearbook, Physical Education, Cu-
linary Arts, Media Specialists, Con-
struction Technology, Visual Arts, 
Art, HOPE, Drivers ED, JROTC, 
Intensive Reading, AVID, Econom-
ics, Choir, Ensemble, French, Span-
ish, Agriculture Education.
     “I enjoy being around 
kids.”Standard says laughing. Well 
is it hard for subs to teach or try to 
teach with misbehaved students? 
“Yes, but there is good back up 

from discipline and knowing the 
students here is helpful.” 
     In order to graduate students 
have to have 24 credits in total. 
The school offers credit retrieval 
classes just in case students don’t 
achieve their 24 credits goal in time. 
In order to receive these 24 cred-
its throughout the 4 years of high 

school each year students would 
have to earn 7 credits per year. Stu-
dents are required to attend andpass 
2 years of a language class such as 
French or Spanish that is offered 
here. Some don’t achieve that goal 
of 24 credits or 7 credits in a school 
year, and that’s where the credit 
retrieval classes come in handy.
     Some students say that whenever 
they	have	a	sub	filling	in	for	their	
teacher for a core class it becomes 
more	difficult	or	they	either	get	
confused on how the way the sub 
teaches and it differs from their 
regular teacher’s teaching. “It was 
very	difficult	trying	to	get	back	on	
track and I forgot most of what we 
have been taught when our teacher 
was here before like the substitute 

even gave us a test on something we 
didn’t go over with our teacher and 
the substitute would just say what 
page to do and just sit the rest of the 
time without teaching us or ex-
plaining anything.” says Freshmen 
Rebecca Fuentes when her French 
teacher was absent for a week. “The 
teachers do not expect the subs to 

teach. I can read the 
book	and	then	fill	
in” Standard says if 
it’s	difficult	trying	to	
teach a new concept 
she’s not used to. 
 Some substitutes 
with little experience 
with teaching or just 
don’t care most likely 
do affect the way 
or the time students 
have to learn. It is 
understandable the 

teachers will take days off for being 
sick or have a family emergency or 
would even like to take a vacation 
for themselves. But in most cases 
students	have	difficulty	with	the	
new concept the substitute is trying 
to teach them or makes them learn it 
on their own without explaining. 
     Students also complain how 
there is substitutes that explain 
the concept but when their regular 
teacher says the way the substitute 
taught them was not the correct 
way. This can really affect student’s 
education if a teacher is gone for 
several days. It is better to be taught 
by someone with the best experi-
ence. 

Art - Crystal Garcia

Substitute teachers’ jobs vary

Art - Eric Rutledge
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        After 25 years, Mrs. Jill Maassen, English and 
Journalism educator, and also head of the English 
Department, is the high school’s 2017-18 Teacher 
of the Year. This marks the second time she’s been 
selected	with	her	first	year	in	1992-93.
     The Teacher of the Year is chosen by having an 
entire list of all teachers sent out to all the teach-
ers and having them vote. “Being selected Teacher 
of the Year means that you’ve been voted by your 
fellow colleagues who have worked by your side,” 
said Maassen, “I’m inspired everyday by what my 
colleagues and particularly the English colleagues 
do.” 
   As a student she attended Lakeland Senior High 
School and was originally a Dreadnaught before 
she was a Bulldog. She taught dancing before she 
became a teacher. Her freshman college English 
professor,, Dr. Ray Lott  inspired her to become a 
teacher. Maassen began her college career at Florida 
State University and then attended and graduated 
from Florida Southern College, located in Lakeland.
   Her career as a teacher began in the year 1970-71, 
at Mulberry High School in Polk County, where she 
served and taught in a variety of roles, including a 
Physical Education teacher, tennis coach, American 
versus Communism, English, and History. “It was 
quite a year of learning,” said Maassen chuckling. 
There, she taught for two years and then transferred 

here, where she’s now been teaching. 
   “An exemplary educator, Mrs. Jill Maassen’s 
passion for teaching is evident in her class. While 

working on language arts, students in Mrs. Maas-
sen’s class participate in courtroom trials and ride 
aboard the Titanic. Mrs. Maassen, a lifelong teacher, 
has constantly strived for excellence. She is a 
teacher who will be fondly remembered by her stu-
dents. We are honored to have Mrs. Jill Maassen as 

DeSoto County High School’s 2017-2018 Teacher 
of the Year,” said Ms. Meredith Shattuck-Kecken, 
English teacher.
   Maassen had a few words of advice to share, 
“Teach because you love it, not because you want a 
lot of money.”
    Be- sides 
teaching, Maassen 
has a fond-
ness for traveling, 
reading, crochet-
ing, and antique 
stores. She loves 
the color blue. Her 
favorite author 
is Philippa Gregory, an English historical novelist. 
Her dearest place to vacation is at the Yellowstone 
National Park in South Dakota. 
 Her favorite movie is “Gone with the 
Wind,”	an	American	epic	historical	romance	film.	
Florida State Seminoles is her favorite team and 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers is her favorite professional 
team. 
   “Mrs. Maassen is well deserving of ‘Teacher of 
the	Year.’	She’s	been	a	highly	qualified	teacher	at	
DCHS for numerous years. I’ve known Mrs.Maas-
sen for a long time, she’s truly deserving of this 
award,” said Principal Dave Bremer.

Litzy Castro 

Maassen named  teacher of the year 

Leslie Delacruz

   An art show featuring the talents 
from	students	from	all	five	district	
schools is scheduled for April 28 
at the South Florida State College 
campus. During the show they are 
going to display different types of art 
and sell things to help raise funds. The 
proceeds will be used to buy equip-
ment for their art classes.
   “We are trying something new 
this year for our art show,” said Ms. 
Stephanie Heuer, art teacher.
   In the past art shows, they had a 
high school show and an elementary 
show. This year they are making hand 
figures	to	sell.	They	have	ten	or	more	
hands for this year’s show. They hope 
to sell edible things like baked goods, 
chips, and soda stands.  Activities for 
little kids to draw will also be avail-

able. They are planning to have a car 
wash, too.
   “Financial 
support is 
not depend-
able, and this 
year I lost 
my fund-
ing source 
where I was 
able to sell 
snacks and 
sodas. So the 
purpose for 
the hands is 
to be used as 
a fundraiser,”said Ms. Heuer
    All the art classes have this prob-
lem. Art teachers from around the 
district- from Nocatee, Mrs. Charlotte 

Bishop, from Memorial Mrs. Robin 
Miller, from West, 
Mrs. Bonnie Sim-
mers, and from 
middle school, 
Mrs. Pam Davids 
and Heuer came 
up with a pro-
posal of raising 
about $12,500 to 
be divided equally 
among them for 
needed funding. 
The teachers are 
counting on the 
community sup-

port and possibly big donors at the art 
show.
   “I think doing it together as a dis-
trict; the community will be able to 

see what we did with our little ones 
as they start to get older. The art show 
has always been a big deal to us,” said 
Heuer.
   The art show is a reward experi-
ence as a recognition opportunity to 
show the students talent and see what 
their friend and family think about 
their work. The art teachers try to get 
at least one piece of art from every 
student throughout the year so that 
everyone has something to show. 
   “I feel proud my work is being 
displayed, I don’t usually get chosen 
but I’m excited to know people will 
enjoy viewing my work,” said Yutzel 
Delacruz.

Art students make hands for fundraiser 

art - TJ.Pritchett

photo - Nikki Locker

Mrs. Jill Maassen is a language arts teacher and depart-
ment head. Her career began in Polk County.

“Teach
 because you 
love it.” 

Maassen
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Rowe	wins	employee	of	the	year
					Mr.	Troy	Rowe,	head	custodian,		has	just	
earned	employee	of	the	year.	He	accomplished		
this	through	hard	work.	
Rowe	said	that	it	was	something	that	he	wasn’t	
aiming	for,	“I	was	just	doing	my	job.”	he	said.	
Rowe	became	a	custodian	because	at	the	time	he	
needed	work,	but		anything	he	does	he	puts	his	
heart	to	it.	
					“What	keeps	me	motivated	is	my	belief	in	
Christ,	knowing	there	is	better.”	stated	Rowe.	
Rowe	said	that	there	is	no	classroom	that	he	
does	not	like	to	clean	even	after	the	dissecting	of	
animals	in	biology	class.	In	fact,	he	said	that	this	
interests	him.	It	has	been	quite	a	while	since	he	
last	did	it	which	was	in	school	so	it	doesn’t	really	
bother	him.	
					As	to	what	he	likes	most	about	his	job	is	see-
ing	and	talking	to	kids	and	getting	the	school	ready	
for	the	next	day.”It’s	a	challenge,”	he	said.		Rowe	

believes	the	best	thing	about	this	school	for	him	is	
the	people	he	works	with.
					Rowe	likes	to	keep	things	in	order		because	that	
is	how	he	was	raised.	Rowe	even	remembers	the	
time	when	he	had	to	stay	overnight	cleaning	with	
Mr.V.		“We	were	cleaning	before,	during,	and	after	

hurricane	Irma	that’s	why	I	brought	stuff	to	sleep	
for	the	time,	said	the	head	custodian.	
						Rowe	used	to	work	at	Juvenile	AIM	Kids.	He	
was	a	supervisor	at	a	program	and	did	shifts	he	had	
8	workers	under	him.	If	Rowe	had	the	opportunity	
to	change	his	job	right	now,	he	wouldn’t	do	it.	
He	plans	to	complete	of	his	A.A.	degree	at		South	
Florida	State	College.	His	dream	job	has	been	to	be	
a	psychologist	because	he	wants	to	help	people,	so	
his	end	plan	is	to	transition	from	custodian	to	help-
ing	the	community.	In	his	spare	time	he	likes	to	read	
and	workout	and	sing.	
					Rowe	has	5	boys	who	are	6-17	years	old,	their	
names	are	Nathan,	Noah,	Nicholas,	Nemiah,	and	
Trenton.	
					“Rowe	goes	over	and	beyond	his	duties.	He’s	
willing	to	help	out	with	anything.	He’s	the	top	
worker	that	I	strive	to	be.”	said	Mr.	Daniel	Cordero,	
assistant	principal.		

					Parker	Jones,	Austin	
Neads,	Emilee	Hardina	-and	
Kerena	Robinson	were	first,	
second,	and	third	place	win-
ners	respectively	in	this	year’s	
science	fair.	.	This	year’s	sci-
ence	fair	had	a	lot	of	competi-
tors,	however		few	made	it	to	
regionals	which	was	hosted	
on	February	14,	2018,	in	
Avon	Park.	
	 Jones	project	was	
“Desalination”,		with	the	proj-
ect	category	being	chemistry.	
Neads	project	was	“Cheap	
vs	expensive	golf	balls”,	in	
the	physics	category.	Emi-
lee	Hardina’s	project	was	
“Rockin	candy”,	in	chemistry.	
Robinson’s	project	was	“The	
5	second	rule”,	in	the	micro-
biology	category.	Robinson’s	
inspiration	for	her	topic	was	
that	she	saw	people	around	
her	do	it	all	the	time	in	dif-
ferent	areas	so	she	wanted	
to	test	the	5	second	rule.	Her	
project	took	2	weeks	to	com-
plete.	The	resources	that	she	
required	to	do	her	project	was	

an	incubator,	3	petri	dishes,	
cucumber,	bread,	lunch	meat,	
agar	nutrients,	and	sterile	
swabs.	She	said	that	her	
project	was	easy	to	come	up	
with,	the	hard	thing	was	to	get	
all	the	materials	and	variables	
under	control.	Her	conclusion	
was	that	the	5	second	rule	is	
not	true.	
	 Judges	for	the	sci-
ence	fair	were	Mrs.	Anne	
Longnecker,	science	teacher;	
Mr.	Bart	Arrington,	Mosaic	
director;	Mrs.	Carolyn	Crews,	
science	teacher;	Mrs.	Franc-
esca	Anderson,	teacher;	Miss	
Courtney	Gammad,	teacher;	
Mr.	Jessie	Springer;	Mr.	Alex	
Reichle,	former	student;	Ms.	
Sally	McGill,	teacher	;		and	
Mr.	Ray	Klejmont,	director	
of	Human	Resources	at	the	
district	office.
	 “The	science	fair	
was	a	great	experience	that	
was	not	really	difficult	and	I	
would	love	to	do	it	again	next	
year.”	stated	Parker	Jones.

Science	Fair	winners
make	it	to	regionals
Jesus	Arvizu

Mr.	Troy	Rowe	works	diligently.	Rowe	likes	to	keep	
things	in	order	because	that	is	how	he	was	raised.
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HOSA	competes	at	Keiser
					Seventeen	HOSA	students	competed	at	
Keiser	University	in	Sarasota.	They	competed	
in	15	different	categories	against	450	students	
ranging	from	middle	school	to	college	level.		
					Kimberly	Balbino,	Alexander	Cespedes,	
Guadalupe	Galaviz,	Lorena	Lara,	and	Anna	
McManus	placed	first	in	their	respective		cate-
gories.	Balbino	competed	in	Medical	Reading.		
Cespedes	competed	in	Pharmacy	Science.		
Galaviz	competed	in	Medical	Assisting.	Lara	
competed	in	Medical	Terminology.
						“I	had	to	read	five	books	and	memorize	
the	information.	Balbino	states,	“I	stayed	up	
until	midnight”	although	It	was	fun	and	a	nice	
experience.The	test	was	an	hour	or	two,	I	was	
the	last	one	to	finish.”						
						Galaviz	stated	“Two	weeks	before	the	
event,	I	went	over	the	material	and	practiced	
my	skills	at	home	the	night	before	and	even	on	
the	way	there.	I	was	really	nervous,	but	when	I	
got	there	all	my	confidence	came	back,	I	took	

the	test	and	felt	really	good	about	my	perfor-
mance”.	
						Lara	states,”	There	were	320	terms	I	had	to	
know.	I	studied	3	hours	every	day	for	a	week.	
I	did	the	best	I	could”.		
					Second	place	winners	included	Marisela	
Flores,	Briana	Garcia,	Brenda	Perez,	Victo-
ria	Ramirez,	and	Carlos	Valenzuela	placed	
second.		Flores	and	Garcia	competed	in	Public	
Health.		Perez	competed	in	Home	Health	Aide.		
Ramirez	competed	in	Nursing	Assistant.		Va-
lenzuela	competed	in	Pharmacy	Science.
						Angela	Banda,	Ainne	Cortez,	Jacqueline	
Flores,	Micaela	Ruiz,	and	Sayra	Zamora	
placed	third.		Banda,	Ruiz,	and	Cortez	com-
peted	in	Health	Education.		Flores	competed	
in	Nursing	Assistant.		Zamora	competed	in	
Home	Health	Aide.							
					HOSA	adviser	Dr.	Marilyn	Goodman	said,	
“They	represented	DHS	with	great	pride”

photo- Marilyn Goodman

HOSA	winners	were	Carlos	Valenzuela,	Guadalupe	Galviz,	Lorena	Lara,	Brenda	Perez,	and	Alex	Cespedes.	There	
were	450	students	at	the	competition.	



 Senior Yareli Lopez loves to pass her time 
listening to music and eating her favorite foods, 
however doesn’t lose sight on what’s more impor-
tant--school.
 Lopez was born in Mexico on January 29, 
2000 along with her four 
other siblings. Her siblings 
include two older brothers, 
one older sister, and one 
younger brother. Despite hav-
ing a big age gap she relates 
more to her older brother say-
ing they “have very similar 
personalities.” She said, “We 
are very alike. We both play around too much.” 
However, she likes to spend time with her family as 
a whole. Although they don’t go on many vacations, 
she “would like to visit Mexico in the future to 
relax and have fun with my family.”
 Although Lopez does enjoy hanging out 
with her family she “prefers to listen to music regu-
larly”. Listening to music is her “past time” and she 
listens to it before and after school. Out of the many 

artists she listens to daily, her favorite is a Latin trap 
and Reggaeton singer known as “Bad Bunny.” Lo-
pez stated, “The rhythm of his music is really nice” 
and her favorite song by far is 
called “Si Tu Novio Te Deja 

Sola.” While listening 
to music 
she likes to indulge in 
some of her best loved 
foods. Her favorite 
food is “lasagna” and 
she loves to drink 
“water.”Although when 
listening to music she 

prefers to eat fast foods, “spe-
cifically the chicken meal from 
Burger King with a coke.” She 
loves to eat the crispy chicken 
sandwich. It makes her feel “happy” while doing so.
 Besides listening to music and eating her 
well liked foods, Lopez is “focused on the future.” 
She plans to get a stable job as “a dental assistant 
because I want to build my way up.” In the future 

she plans to attend South Florida College due to 
the reason of “it being closer to home” and “be-
ing a good school.” Being that she is a senior she 

feels “nervous knowing I 
have not even a year to 
graduate” although she 
“is committed to gradu-
ate.” Her words of advice 
to younger students are 
“don’t play around, just 
get your work done”. 
 Lopez enjoys many 
activities. She 
  adores spending time 
with family, but

  at the same time, likes to
   have alone time to listen
    to what she likes. 

However, she does not lose her focus on what 
determines her future. She is well committed to 
doing her work and to make it to graduation. Lopez 
is “looking forward to the future” and what it has to 
bring.
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      Mr. Martin Glucklich was excited 
to accept the title of rookie teacher of 
the year award, and gladly obliged to 
share about it and himself. The former 
chef turned culinary arts teacher ap-
pears to be nothing more than an aver-
age Joe, but this is far from the case. 
Vibrant, forthright, and humorous, are 
only a fraction of the 
words able to describe 
Glucklich.
     “I was born in Cape 
Town, South Africa,” 
says Glucklich. Gluck-
lich is of English 
descent, so at first 
glance it would be hard 
to distinguish that he 
was born in a small city 
on South Africa’s most 
southwestern point. 
He graduated from a 
high school in a little 
village in Muizenberg 
on the Indian Ocean 
side in 1968. He then attended the Uni-
versity of Cape Town, from which he 

graduated with a degree in Arts. 
     Glucklich started his career choice 
off early. His mother did not like 
to cook, so at just 10-years-old he 
decided to take over and start cooking 
instead. Glucklich would learn about 
the many types of herbs and spices 
and incorporating them into different 

foods to see how 
it would alter their 
flavor. Soups and 
stews were mainly 
what he started 
off cooking.  
      “I wasn’t 
keen at coming 
but when I landed 
at JFK airport 
in New York, I 
was absolutely 
astounded by the 
buzz going on,” 
he says on his first 
time coming to the 
United States in 

1978. Glucklich purchased a round trip 
ticket that took him to Los Angeles, 

Las Vegas, London, and then back to 
South Africa. Glucklich permanently 
settled in the United States in the be-
ginning of February, 1982 in Los An-
geles, California, where he purchased 
a Mexican/American restaurant. He 
then sold the restaurant and went into 
the precast concrete business, which he 
sold as well. Glucklich, then moved to 
Connecticut, where he worked in the 
automobile business for 11 years.
     He finally decided to reside in Sara-
sota, Florida, where one of his wife’s 
cousins lived, and they stayed there 
for 21 to 22 years. In that time span, 
Glucklich opened “Manhattan Bagel 
Company,”a restaurant that offers a va-
riety of bagel breakfast’s,  a vegetarian 
restaurant, and a moving unit. Gluck-
lich discovered Arcadia by purchas-
ing a farm here, where he could grow 
fresh, organic, quality, produce for his 
vegetarian restaurant. He received an 
offer for all three of his establishments 
a year or so after, and decided to sell 
and move to Arcadia permanently. 
     “Since I sold my business, I was 

in search of something to do, and I’d 
never seen how a school cafeteria 
operated, so I did it out of curiosity,” 
he says as for why he started working 
at Desoto High School. Glucklich felt 
as if the country had been good to him 
and he thought it was his time to give 
back, therefore he decided to take on 
the opportunity of taking on a class-
room environment after working in 
the cafeteria. “I enjoy the cooking and 
when you see one of the students actu-
ally get what it’s all about.” His future 
plans are to continue teaching and 
hopefully make a difference in some of 
the students lives. “He’s a genuine guy, 
great culinary teacher, and can joke 
around,” said senior, Eric Morales. 
“He’s insane,” said another senior, 
Isidro Olguin, about Glucklich. 
     When he was surprised with the an-
nouncement by then Principal Ismael 
Villafane, Glucklic said,“It was truly a 
humbling and amazing experience.”

Chef Martin Glucklich named rookie teacher of the year 
Paul Alejo

Martin Glucklich, former chef, is awarded 
the Rookie teacher of the year title. 
His class had made pickle water. 
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EHAS - Yareli Lopez• 
Rookie teacher of  year• 
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Yareli Lopez plans her future as dental assistant
Daisy Torres-Ramirez

“Don’t play 
around, just get 
your work done.”

-Lopez

photo / Hayley Thompson
Yareli Lopez works on her assignment in class.  In 
her free time, she enjoys listening to music and eating 
food.
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DeSoto fair winners•	 7

AVID takes trip to University of South Florida 

			On	Monday	February	5th	at	the	Desoto	County	Fair,	like	every	first	day	of	the	
fair people and students come to show  their swine and steers to get an opportunity 
to win a Grand champion or a Grand reserve ribbon. 
   “The steer winners are Kori Phillips for Grand champion and Hayden Humphries 
for the Grand Reserve. The swine winners are Brooke Zolkos a middle school 
student. She got the Grand champion and  
Grand reserve went to Emma Heitman, a 
senior.” said Ca- leigh Bennett.
			Heitman	got	first	 place in her class but 
overall she got second.	Her	first	weight	
was 85 lbs. The final	weight	was	260	
lbs. Most people purchase their pigs as 
babies around Sep- tember maybe before 
or after they were raised for the show.
   “There is not real- ly a whole lot to raising 
the swine, you make sure they have food and 
water” Heitman said
Heitman and her brother go out in the 
morning and at night to feed them. They also take them out of their pens at night to 
give them a little exercise and usually clean out their pens. She also gives her hog a 
dewormed and gives her baths.
   “ I would most off all like to thank my family because they are the one that started 
me doing this almost eight years ago”, she said.
She had times when she got sick or had a college class and her parents or brother 
would take care of them. She would also like to thank Cody because he has always 
done everything to help. Her brother would cheer the loudest when they called her 
name for the reserve.
   “ The best thing about being at the fair for a week isn’t the food or waking up 
early,	and	it	definitely	not	smelling	like	a	pig	every	day,	but	to	me	is	that	there	are	
little kids that talk to me and ask questions because they are new at this”, she said.
At the end the judges pick the swine or steer that has the best market ability they 
might get a few ribbons or belt buckles. Everyone who has a swine or steer that 
makes weight got the opportunity to sell it at the end of the week. 

      AVID students participated in a trip to University of South Florida at Tampa. 
The	students	were	informed	on	admission	qualifications	and	the	types	of	pro-
grams offered. A tour around the campus showed the university’s faculties and 
the resources available. 
						=A	limited	amount	of	students	all	rode	to	Tampa	on	February	16th.	Upon	
arrival, students entered the Marshall Student Center and were brought in to the 
theater for intermission. The day began with the chairman providing an over-
view of the college. After introduction of the universi-
ty, the schools were separated into different schedules. 
One important factor mentioned is how the admission 
office	strictly	focuses	on	GPA	and	test	scores,	exclud-
ing recommendations. Students were also informed on 
financial	aid	and	the	types	of	scholarships	available,	
with the awareness of scams. 
      For lunch, the students dined at the Student Hub. A 
variety of cultural foods were offered such as Chinese, 
Italian,	American,	and	others.	An	official	tour	guide	ad-
dressed areas such as the recreational center, the library, 
and the bookstore. The recreational center is loaded 
with workout equipment plus an indoor track. Mean-
while the library contains computers, books, textbooks, 
study rooms, free printing, and student rentals. There 
are goodies, medicine, snacks, and clothing in the 
bookstore. 
						Back	at	the	theater,	a	student	who	started	at	a	difficult	stage	in	life	shared	
his experience in getting into the college. He felt ashamed of his past self but 
became proud of his accomplishments now. Once all the speakers were done, 
the college hyped up the students with more music and introduced the Bull mas-
cot. A Q&A panel followed after where questions were asked to some current 
students attending the college.

        The AVID trip proved to be both educational and enjoyable. Dulse Monte-
ro, a sophomore, stated, “It was very interesting. We were shown a variety of 
certain aspects of student college life.” Juan Villafuerte, a previous DeSoto stu-
dent, who has studied Civil Engineering advises high school students to “take 
life as a challenge, strive to be the best, and live your life with no regrets.” He 
advises students to take the SAT as many times as possible and to begin apply-
ing to college at the start of senior year. 

     Students that went to the AVID trip are Luis Aguilar, 
Dario Aguilar-Patino, Halley Allen, Flor Alonzo, Avigail 
Avila, David Banda, Sirianeli Benitez, Lynzee Bowling, 
Denise Brown, Jessica Campos, Felipe Castillo, Lorena 
Chavez,	Alecia	Daley,	Deacon	Defilippo,	Tessa	Dennison,	
Lydia Dungerow, Maria Garcia, Kaylee Garcia, Alejandra 
Gonzalez, Marisol Hernandez, Yanely Hernadez, Maria 
Jimenez, 
 Others that participated were Dylan Kersey, Jenna 
Kiley, Kamryn Leal, Clayton McEwen, Ruben Meza, 
Dulse Montero, Natalie Nealy, Carolyn Nieto, Gisselle 
Olivares-Luna, Brayan Ordonez, Pamela Pelham, Izzie 
Rock,	Aubrey	Romann,	Justin	Simcic,	Sofia	Soto,	Rafael	
Suarez, Alan Torres, and Ci’Anna Wallace.
	 	The	tour	was	beneficial	in	showing	the	campus	and	re-
sources. Back at the theater the students were entertained 
with dance performances. 

       The top 10% of the graduating 
class of 2018 has been named. The 
top	ten	percent	is	figured	from	the	
number in the class and taking ten 
percent of that. 
The Class of 
2018 has ap-
proximately 
280 students 
in it.  
       Starting 
the top 10% is 
Emma Heit-
man, Chloe 
Rachel, Seth 
Zolkos, Emily 
Milstead, Vi-
anney Man-
riquez-Rivera, 
Katelyn Jordon, 
and Macey Mul-
lins.
       Next is Jacquiline German-
Galindo, Esmeralda Sanchez, Delaney 
Cole-Boggess, Caroline Livingston, 
Laurel Mercer, Guadalupe Galaviz, 
and Hannah Rogers.

       Then Samantha Kilgore, Joshua 
Clayton, Emilio Angel, Yeniza Perez, 
Lorena Lara, Savanna Barney, and 
Joyce Wang,

  Concluding 
with Isabel 
Hernandez, 
Sayra Zamora, 
Aaron Lin-
gerfelt, Hay-
leigh McCall, 
Romualdo 
Albiter-Agu-
ilar, Heather 
Murphy, and 
Michael Col-
lins.
    “I was hop-
ing to be in it 

but I’m still sur-
prised it actually 

happened.  It was a lot of hard work 
but it paid off.” says McCall.

Hayley Thompson

Top 10 percent named
Leslie Delacruz

Fair winners announced

art - McKinna Rogers

photo - Kaylee Garcia
The colege theater room. Students who were attend-
ing the USF were giving presentations.

photo -  Nicole Locker
Top ten student Emma Heitman speaks with Prin-
cipal Dave Bremer. Top ten percent seniors were 
named.
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Television show Stranger Things sparks media interest
     The popular television show “Stranger Things” has sparked social media 
interest, from the actors, to the captivating twist and turns of the series, it has 
become a media sensation.
     It is a science fiction-horror Netflix series created and produced by The Duf-
fer Brothers. When a young boy, Will Byers, disap-
pears, his mother Joyce Byers goes on the search for 
him all the while unraveling mysteries such as secret 
government experiments and supernatural forces. It 
takes place in the early to mid 1980s in the fictional 
town of Hawkins, Indiana.
     The show stars Golden Globe-winning actress 
Winona Ryder as Joyce Byers. Finn Wolfhard as 
Mike Wheeler, Millie Brown as Eleven, Gaten Ma-
tarazzo as Dustin Henderson, Caleb McLaughlin as 
Lucas Sinclair, Noah Schnapp as Will Byers. David 
Harbor plays Jim Hopper, the town’s Chief of Police. 
In the love triangle is Natalia Dyer as Nancy Wheeler, 
Charlie Heaton as Jonathan Byers (Will’s older brother) and Joe Keery as Steve 
Harrington. 
     The first season revolves around the disappearance of Will Byers, while the 
second season, explores the repercussions from the 1st season. The producers 
plan on releasing season 3 sometime in 2019, so fans will have to be patient.
     “Part of the thing is, like any good thing, [the Duffer brothers] need time. 

And those guys work so hard. I mean, they just sit in their apartment and write 
for 12- 14 hours a day,” said David Harbor. 
     In season 3 expect Will to catch a break, the Duffer Brothers have said that 
he is now cleansed of any supernatural invaders. The “entity” that once dwelled 

within Will in season 1 will be manifested in someone 
else. 
      The popular show has received many awards rang-
ing from best TV show to best actor. After the first sea-
son it earned the title of Netflix's Best Original Series. 
In 2017 it was awarded MTV Movie & TV Award for 
Show of the Year. That same year Millie Bobby Brown, 
who plays Eleven, received the title for Best Actor in a 
Show. In 2018, Critics’ Choice Television Award for Best 
Supporting Actor in a Drama Series was given to David 
Harbor who portrays Chief Hopper.“Stranger Things” is 
a television series on the rise with high expectations and 

many fans. Seasons 1 and 2 have viewers ready for more. 
The cast is excited to begin filming season 3. 
     Viewers loved the show so much, that when Halloween rolled around, they 
didn’t waste any time. Many peoples’ costumes were inspired by the hit show 
and had a “Stranger Things” theme.
     Something that’s a little known fact is that they rejected at least 100 kids 
before naming their cast so they could produce more natural performances. 
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      Kylie Jenner MakeUp has been 
around since 2015 known as kylie 
cosmetics. Before that Kylie and her 
sister Kendall had made a clothing line 
called Kendall and Kylie. Kylie Jenner is 
famous for being on an American Reality 
Television Personality, Model, Entrepre-
neur , and Social Media 
Personality. 
Her original name 
Kylie Kristen Jenner 
was born on August 10 
1997 in Los Angeles 
California. Her parents 
are Kristen Jenner and 
Bruce Jenner (now 
is known as Caitlyn 
Jenner.  She has an 
Older Sister Kendall 
And several other half 
siblings; Kourtney, Kim, 
Khloe, Robert Jr., Brody, Brandon, Burt.
      Kylie has accumulated a net worth 
around $50 million. There are lipstick kits 
and that were on sale for only $29 and 
they all sold out immediately.
   However, she has also made a concealer 
kit and many varieties of lipstick. One 
of Kylie’s Instagram post was that the 
Naughty and Nice Palettes will  
                                                  

be arriving on November 22, any how  
the solid colors will be in one individual 
pack then the saturated colors and also 
the contrast colors. The Kylie Cosmetics 
company has said that the palettes would 
be like $52 dollars worth.
   Stormi Jenner is Kylie’s first daughter. 

Her daughter’s 
name has inspired 
Jenner to her 
lipstick collec-
tion, eyeshadow 
and highlighters . 
Jenner introduced 
three new matte 
lipsticks in a 
pitch black color 
called Nightfall,                                    
a beige called Co 
smic and a Peachy

                                     nude called Nova. 
The lipsticks themselves are decorated 
with lightning bolts in tune with the 
Stormy weather theme. The collection’s 
two eye shadow palettes are named after 
Stormi: “Eye of shadow” and “Calmed 
before the storm.”  “It’s something new.” 
says Jenner .“This is just the beginning 
we still have a long  to way to go”.

       
      Most women absolutely love 
makeup, Especially the Jeffree 
star makeup line. Recently the hit 
makeup producer released a new 
makeup line called the Love Sick 
collection, including lots of new 
products for the consumers to en-
joy. Products such as new lipstick 
colors, new clothing, new makeup bags and many many more lavish 
products to choose from.
     One of the products most looked forward too is the Blood sugar 
eyeshadow palette. The Eyeshadow palette retails for $52 plus $5 for 
shipping. The shadow includes 18 gorgeous pigmented shades. Re-
leased February 10th at 1 P.M. EST time, it sold out 3 minutes after 
its release and is currently being held for pre-order. The packaging is 
a luxurious red faux leather finish in a metal clasp palette. One of a 
kind. Extreme payoff. The Blood Sugar palette is vegan and cruelty 
free. “ I’m at a loss for words right now, officially deceased! The 
blood Sugar palette sold out in 3 minutes! I ordered 100,000 units 
for the intal launch and could not believe my eyes as i refreshed my 
website and saw it gone that quickly” said Jeffree Star.
      Jeffree star launched the Red Chrome 4-pack lip bundle that 
retails for 60 dollars.  The four lip shades include Self Control, a lilac 
purple color. The shade Romeo is a soft but vivid pink. Problem-
atic which is a pink, purple berry color and the last shade Restraints 
which is a silver metallic finish. 

Jeffree make-up line releases
Love Sick collection
Nikki Locker

horrorfuel.com

                                             Jeffreestarcosmetics.com

                                                   
  https://www.kyliecosmetics.com
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