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Coach Hay named head football coach
      Championships and touchdowns are only a fraction of the 
life of Coach Ronald M. “Bumper” Hay. There is way more to 
our school’s head football coach than meets the eye. 
      Hay was born here in Arcadia, but 
went to Louisiana State University 
(LSU). His major was in civil engi-
neering. He is married and has 3 chil-
dren. Colton (15), Sullivan (12), and 
Jackson (9). Some of the coach’s hob-
bies	include	hunting,	fishing,	rugby,	
and exercising. “In my spare time I  
love spending time with my family.”
      Hay has 20 years of coaching 
experience. He coached here in Desoto 
before but as an assistant football 
coach. “The chance to develop young 
minds” states Hay. It is what he has 
enjoyed about coaching so far. He 
decided to be a football coach because 
“Football is a passion of mine” and 
also “During high school that’s what I 
wanted to do.” This was also his dream 
job which he achieved. 
      His goals as a coach are “To make 
sure the young men are productive 
citizens.” Hay has another job than just 
a football coach. He is a professional 
engineer in the state of Florida. To 
Hay, the job he would be most terrible 
at would be “anything that involves paperwork.”
      Hay’s most admired person is Jesus Christ, “Because of 

his	sacrifice.”	In	5	years,	Hay	sees	himself,	“Right	here,	same	
place with extra championships.” His do-over in life “would 
probably be high school.”

      The Desoto High graduate likes 
Desoto County very much. His 
favorite thing about Desoto is very 
simple, “It’s home”, states Hay. He 
must have been homesick while 
he was at LSU because they of-
fered him a graduate assistant (GA) 
position, but he turned it down to 
come home. His least favorite thing 
is “The limit people put on them-
selves.” 
      Like all of us, Hay has had 
many memorable moments in his 
life. Some of them are very happy 
and peaceful, while others dwell on 
his dark side like those of embar-
rassment and melancholy. One of 
his most memorable and happy mo-
ments was when he won the 2014 
district championship. Hay was 
very brave to share an embarrassing 
moment in his life. That was when 
he messed up a play in rugby and 

inevitably lost the game because 
of one foul play. 
      Success to the coach is “Being 

happy in what you do and to be good at what you do.”  Hay has 
worked hard to be where he is today. 

photo - Paul Alejo
Coach Bumper Hay reviews the team’s statistics. He takes on 
his new role of head football coach. 

Gomes says goodbye to teaching
     After a long journey teaching in Desoto for an ongoing 10 
years	William	Gomes	finally	planned	to	take	a	break	from	the	
teaching to focus on 
his wife at home. 
Gomes has very many 
good and bad memo-
ries but he cherishes 
all of them. 
    Gomes plans on 
keeping busy after his 
retirement. Gomes 
enjoys gardening and 
growing anything he 
can get his hands on 
from squash to egg-
plant. He also plans 
to become a wild hog 
hunter.
     Gomes enjoyed his 
teaching career and 
enjoyed all of his stu-
dents and having the 
opportunity to educate 
them. “I believe hands 
on is the best way to 
teach, you do it with 
them and lead them by 
example.” While being 

a very funny and outgoing teacher he takes his teaching seri-
ously and tries to become a good role model. “I had one young 

man both a good student and person, he 
went through a lot at home and I was the 
example to help him get on track.” Gomes 
always had a love for history. He even 
researches a lot about his family history 
and always discovers new things about 
his family. While teaching in the military, 

Gomes always believed teaching came 
natural and has a very good way of teach-
ing. Gomes has been spending his last few 
days grading papers and saying goodbye 
to his students as well as to teaching. 
Gomes is an amazing teacher and will be 
missed dearly.

photo - Destiny Keller
William Gomes flips and grades through his last few papers. He is 
ready to take on his new hobbies.

Nikki Locker

“I believe hands on 
is the best way to 
teach, you can do it 
with them and lead 
them by example.”

                    -Gomes
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Fly on the wall- Nikki Locker

    The law for arming high schools in Florida 
passed on May 5th by a vote 67- 50. Some believe 
that this may make a safer environment for students 
and teachers in Flordia’s schools. If there is an 
active shooter on campus, 
teachers will have access 
to a weapon to defend 
themselves and others in the 
school. This topic became 
front and center shortly after 
the Stoneman Douglas High 
School shooting. 
      However, 
politicians are not forcing 
this law to arm schools but 
the schools and districts 
can  arrivae at their own 
decisions. DeSoto school 
district happened to be one 
of the districts in Florida 
that selected not to arm 
teachers but decided to bring in more police and 
security	officers	to	guard	the	school.	
     Other schools have talked about having bags 
such as clear backpacks to hold items in or even 
putting metal detectors in school entrances may 

be installed in schools. Some schools are getting 
sleeves to put on all classroom doors to prevent 
people from entering when there is danger in the 
schools.

     
Schools 
such as 
Marjorie 
Stoneman 
Douglas 
High 
School 
have also 
turned 
down the 
option 
to arm 
teachers. 
Not only 
has the 
gun law 

for teachers to carry guns surfaced but there is now 
a new law that opposes stricter laws on the way 
people buy guns. For example, the age to buy a 
gun is now 21 which before you would’ve only had 
to be 18. There is also a three day waiting period 

for	firearm	purchases	while	bump	fire	stocks	have	
now	been	completely	banned.	Bump	fire	stocks		
allow	a	semiautomatic	weapon	to	fire	more	like	an	
automatic weapon.
     Most people have an opinion  about arming 
teachers in schools and most feel strongly about 
it. Some may not agree with arming teachers but 
they aren’t just handing guns to them. Teachers will 
have to go through 144 hours of diversity training 
to	check	if	they	are	qualified	to	be	able	to	have	
possession over a gun in the school.
       Currently, the people who would be armed 
with guns will not be classroom teachers who are 
stationary during the day, but football coaches, 
administrators, guidance, and cafeteria workers 
would be able to participate.  The logic behnd 
this is that they aren’t always in the same place 
preventing the active shooter from knowing where 
they are at all times. 
     The other requirement to being armed is that 
those who are would also be counted on to look 
throughout the school for the live shooters rather 
than just being in a classroom. 

  Multiple write ups, several calls 
home, and many emails back and forth. 
Each and every day multiple teachers 
have to do all of these things. Why do 
they have to go through all 
of this? Most importantly, 
what’s the reason?
 Each day teachers 
complain of headaches or 
are in pensive moods due 
to what they go through 
throughout the day. 
Teachers are claiming to 
be	disrespected	and	defied	
by students. Who starts 
the	conflict?	What	are	the	
responses that have them so 
up in arms?
 According to the 
students during the interviews, it is 
either the teachers fault or they were 
treated unfair. “In my Algebra 1 class, a 
girl asked for help bringing up her grade, 
and the teachers response was “You 
need to do your work, and you haven’t 
been doing it”, then they started to go 
at	it,	but	the	teacher	sassed	her	first.”	
says student and sophomore, Nivonya 

Hatcher. The students say the teachers 
are rude to them, and that it’s not fair. 
In the next case, the student says they 
thought what happened was inequitable. 

“One day, a kid walked in class while 
the bell was ringing, the teacher told him 
he needed to leave, or get a pass, but the 
kid that walked in later than him was let 
go.” said a student who wishes to remain 
anonymous. 
 On the other hand, the teachers 
say the students get out of hand and 
are the reason for the write up. “In one 

of my classes, a student always argues 
with me when I ask her to pay attention, 
it’s an honors class, and I expect 
more.” says science teacher, John Bois. 

According to the teachers, the 
students get hotheaded and say 
things. One teacher has gone 
through similar situations. “ I am 
a substitute for a computer class, 
and I don’t ask for much, as far 
as rules go, but there is always 
that group of students that will 
yell and scream curse words as 
if there’s not an adult present.” 
says substitute Nykemis Pelham. 
 Teachers shouldn’t have to 
take time out of their lives to 
be disrespected, by kids they 
aren’t warranted to help. They 

are helping us, not only with educational 
matters, but life’s lessons and to help 
better ourselves. Students and teachers 
should work together to create a positive 
learning environment at the school. 

Students show teachers disrespect 

Guns in school laws changing rapidly

art - Nicole Locker

art - Nicole Locker
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“If you could have any 
superpower, what would it 
be and why?”

“I would choose mind-reading because I 
want to know what people think about me, 
even if it’s bad.”
-Emily Torres-Ramirez, Grade 9

“To heal people with sickness so I can make 
people healthy and happy.”
-Damian Patterson, Grade 11

“Anything I draw comes to life.”
-Bradon Vela, Grade 12

“Wonder woman, so I can blow people away 
with my awesome woman powers.”
-Sophia Ruiz, 10

“I would use teleportation to travel to differ-
ent places around the world.”
-Jacqui German, Grade 12

“I would like the ability to terraform my 
surroundings where I can cause inter-dimen-
sional travel.”
-Giovanni Barajas, Grade 10

“I	would	want	to	fly	because	when	I	want	to	
get	away	from	everything	I	could	fly	some-
where else. Also, because I love the sunset.”
-Te’Coya Campbell, Grade 9

     The School Calen-
dar has been approved 
for next year, and 
students start school 
three days later than 
they started last year.
     There have been 
very little changes 
to the calendar al-
though many things 
were discussed at the meetings. 
Mrs. Lucille Lacava, member of the district Calendar 
Committee, stated, “We had a total of 3 meetings at the 
district	office”.	Lacava	had	said	“we	tried	to	manipulate	
the dates the best we could”.
     One thing was questioned by students that how come 
we come back after Memorial Day. The reason being is 
in order to have two weeks off for Christmas something 

else had to be manipulated which is why they chose that 
holiday.
      Another issue that was manipulated was coming 
back to school earlier than last year. This year the com-
mittee decided we begin three days earlier to complete a 
full week. Students will come back August 13.
     Lacava stated there is one thing she doesn’t like. 
She said, “I don’t like that we are coming back after 
Memorial Day”. This is due to having two weeks off for 
Christmas.          
Something’s, however, were unchangeable such as the 
week off for Thanksgiving; it is a full week although 
three of those days are makeup days for severe weather. 
We will come back if needed. At the three meetings 
there were discussions about what could be changed and 
things that were just mandatory.
     The calendar had been approved with its new dates 
by the school board on April 10, 2018.

Calendar approved for next year

EOC preparations already here 
     The EOC’s are right around the 
corner and many fellow students are 
studying to pass these unyielding 
exams.	Many	find	these	assessments	
difficult	but	on	the	contrary,	many	
find	them	pretty	straightforward.	
     There are many exams that stu-
dents have to take for either gradu-
ation requirements or to satisfy the 
college or university they want to 
attend. For example there are the 
FSA, FLA, Final Exams for certain 
classes, ACT/SAT, and the PERT 
just to name a few. 
     Many students loathe these 
exams.The purpose of the EOC’s 
however according to Mrs. Beth 
Bryan, Data Entry Clerk, is, “To 
meet Florida State Standards.” 
Students usually take these exams in 
the Main Computer lab. 
     Not all classes in school have 
EOC’s. There are only EOC’s for 

the following classes. Algebra I, 
Biology, Geometry, US History, and 
Economics all have EOC’s.
					Many	students	find	these	exams	
hard. And sometimes these exams 
can be, Bryan states, “They can be 

more	difficult	for	some	
than others, It depends on how much 
you study.” 
However students don’t always take 
the same exact EOC every year. 
These assessments can change from 

year to year. Bryan says, “It depends 
on what the legislative says.” By 
legislative, she means Governor 
Rick Scott and the State of Florida.
     Students are stressing out and 
worrying about these exams, 
especially the seniors who might 
not	have	passed	them	the	first	time	
and are retaking them, but not only 
seniors but the whole school. If 
you don’t pass these exams then it 
is very simple, you don’t graduate. 
And every student wants to gradu-
ate and be someone in life. Study-
ing and taking them seriously can 
help you pass. As a matter of fact, 
there are after school study sessions 
for certain EOC’s. These are called 
the EOC Blitz; they cover the US 
History, Geometry, Algebra I, and 
Biology EOC’s. If you attend these 
sessions and study you should be 
good to go. 

Kevin Herrera

   The PERT measures students level of prepared-
ness for college level courses. All of Florida takes 
this test but next year it may go away. 
   This test helps a lot of students who struggle 
on the algebra EOC actually graduate and get an 
algebra credit. The test is 30 questions long and tak-
ers have an unlimited amount of time to take it. By 
the end of it, the passing score is a 97. Usually it is 
taken again if the score was a 94 to a 96.
   Math department chair Jayne Arrington said,”The 
skills it covers truly are not as in depth as it needs to 
be. Even though the test is gone, there will be other 
tests such as the ACT.”
 “The PERT is not rigorous enough” says 

Mrs. Anna Springer, Intensive Reading 
teacher. Teachers are also saying they want some-
thing that is taught in an actual algebra class.

   The PERT is “being over used” says algebra 
teacher Ronnie Padilla repeating what he has heard 
from other teachers. Padilla’s thoughts on this are 
that he thinks “it’s taking away students chances to 
graduate.”
     Mrs. Lisa Lambert, guidance counselor, points 
out another side. She says, “ If they pull out PERT 
and do away with it, it will do a disservice to a lot 
of students who need that exam to get Algebrea 
EOC assessment. The beauty of the PERT is that 
students can take it over at the college every thirty 

days. This allows them to get remediation prior to 
taking it again. Plus they get their score immedi-
ately.” 

PERT test in jeopardy, may be dropped

scottsboroschools.net

browardschools.com

rhs.pasco.k12.fl.us
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					The	CNA	program	or	Certified	Nursing	Assis-
tant program is taught by Dr. Marilyn Goodman. A 
CNA is someone who provides basic care (typically 
non-medical care) for patients in hospitals, nurs-
ing care facilities and home-health settings. After 
completing and passing this class, students will be 
certified	nursing	assistants	within	the	state.
				This	class	can	grant	certification	for	the	fol-
lowing jobs: nursing assistant, electrocardiograph 
technician,	certified	medical	administrative	assis-
tant, electronic health records specialist, or patient 
care	technician.	Of	the	5	industry	certifications,	
nursing is based within the state, while the other 4 
are national. A nursing assistant provides basic care 
to patients, as well as assist them with activities 

they might have trouble with on their own, such as 
bathing. An electrocardiograph technician operates 
equipment that records and measures heart activity, 
which is then used to diagnose and treat heart and 
blood vessel problems. Medical administrative as-
sistants greet patients, schedule appointments, and 
file	insurance	claims.	An	electronic	health	records	
specialist manages medical records. A patient care 
technician helps patients perform basic care.
    A three yearlong class, students work on skills 
and take exams. They have successfully had a 95% 
pass rate in nursing assistance. Recently, they just 
finished	the	EKG	Technician	test	(electrocardio-
graph technician), with a 100% passing rate. On 
Thursday, they will take the PCT, or Patient Care 

Technician	test,	which	is	a	national	certification.	
They will have to score a certain percent to pass.
				The	demand	for	qualified	nursing	assistants	is	ex-
pected to continue to grow over the next few years. 
It’s expected to grow at a rate of 21% over the 
2012-2022 decade, according to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. One of the states with the highest 
demand	for	certified	nursing	assistants	currently	
is the state of Michigan. Although most nursing 
assistants earn $20,000-$30,000 per year, some 
earn more than $35,000 annually. The state where a 
CNA is employed, their experience and additional 
skills and training are determining factors in the 
salary of a CNA.

CNA	program	passes	students	with	nursing	certifications

     Tall, with dark brown hair, 
Yazmin Meza, known as “Nena” 
to most people. Meza was not 
only a part of the Girls’ Varsity 
Soccer Team, but she also was 
a part of the Key Club her 10th 
grade year.
     Meza started playing soc-
cer her freshman year, she plays 
center 
mid. She 
enjoys 
playing 
because 
she gets 
to be on 
a team 
with her 
peers. 
She is a 
Barca 
fan. 
     She 
also 
likes to chill and watch mov-
ies. Her preferred type is action 
movies. Her favorite movie is 
Black Panther, a 2018 Ameri-
can	superhero	film	based	on	the	
Marvel Comics character of the 
same name. Her favorite actor is 
Channing Tatum, an American 
actor. Her favorite color is aqua 
green because it reminds her of 
the earth’s greenery and oceans.

     Meza admires social studies 
educator and Girls’ Cross Coun-
try Coach, Mrs. Julie Chidsey, 
because of how brave she is to tell 
her students of her past and what 
she faced. “She tries to inspire all 
of her students to succeed and be 
someone great in life. I’m very 
grateful to have her as one of my 

teachers this 
year,” said 
Meza. 
    A place 
that Meza 
would like 
to go that 
she’s never 
been to, is 
the Bahamas. 
It’s located 
in the At-

lantic Ocean, 
with 700-plus 
islands and is 

packed with resorts. “I just love 
how the water looks and I would 
like to stay for vacation just to 
enjoy the views,” she stated.
     Meza plans to graduate high 
school with her diploma and 
hopes she’ll be able to get into a 
cosmetology college. Then work 
to get her license to become a 
cosmetologist.  

Motivated junior dreams 
of becoming a cosmetologist

Alderman plans to continue teaching
even after leaving DeSoto
Adriana Ochoa

     Ms. Mallery Alderman, 
Intensive Reading and 
AVID teacher has been 
working here for 4 years. 
At the end of the current 
school year, she’ll be 
moving on. 
     She has taught for 7 
years and has worked in 3 
different schools through-
out her teaching experi-
ence. She has taught at 
Palm Charter School, 
Desoto Middle School, 
and Desoto High School. 
“I taught Reading at the 
Palm Charter School, it 
was a different kind of 
experience for me. There 

are many different faces 
then here,” Alderman says. 
     “I plan on moving next 
year to be near my family,” 
she says.  Alderman also 
states that she is planning 
to continue teaching. 
     She shares that what 
she most enjoyed about 
teaching at the school is 
that she enjoyed helping 
students pass any exams 
and state test such as the 
FSA. She helps them by 
preparing them before 
the test and teaching her 
students every needed ma-
terial they need to success-
fully pass the test.     

     “So far I continue to 
have no complains about 
teaching here it has been 
a different experience 
for me but I enjoy it so 
much,” she states. 
     Her favorite part of 
working here was getting 
to meet the other teach-
ers, as well as getting to 
know each of her students 
and helping them get to 
where they are supposed 
to be. When teaching 
AVID the purpose was to 
teach the students how to 
organize and help them to 
be prepared for college. 

photo- Leslie Delacruz
Yasmin is reading in her English class for ‘silent 
reading.’ English may not be her favoite subject, 
but she likes to read a good book.

photo- Hayley Thompson
Alderman strives to help her students pass her class. Even though she is moving on from 
DeSoto, she will continue to teach.
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     Seth Zolkos has been 
named salutatorian, student 
graduate with the second-
highest GPA for the Class of 
2018. Zolkos was a member 
of the National Honor Soci-
ety, Delta Omegas, Mu Alpha 
Theta, STEM, and the Boys’ 
Tennis Team. 
     “Not in a million years. 
I always hoped that I would 
make it in the top 10% but 
never expected to make it as 
high as I did,” said Zolkos. 
He always wanted to make his 
family proud. Both of his par-
ents had shown him that he can 
accomplish anything as long as 
he sets his mind to it. He also has a younger sister 
Brooke.
					Zolkos	is	planning	to	attend	USF	(University	of	
South	Florida)	this	starting	fall.	He’s	hoping	to	join	
their BSN program to become a registered nurse. 
After that, he plans to get a doctorate degree as a 
Nurse Anesthetist.

     The most challenging class 
for Zolkos was chemistry 
because “of all the different 
formulas.” Digital Design was 
the easiest because “it had step 
by step tutorials on how to do 
the projects, and I enjoyed do-
ing most of them,” he stated. 
The biggest obstacle for Zolkos 
was	finals.	“It’s	so	hard	trying	
to remember stuff you haven’t 
gone over in over 4 months,” he 
said.
     Zolkos’s favorite color is 
purple. His favorite movie is 

Hush, a 2016 American horror 
film.	Health	Science	is	his	favor-
ite subject. Mrs. Jayne Arrington, 

math educator, is Zolkos’s favorite teacher. “She’s 
a really good teacher and she genuinely cares about 
her students,” he stated. Some of his hobbies in-
clude playing tennis, hanging out with his friends, 
and procrastinating. 
  Although we cannot go back in time, 
Zolkos would. “Honestly I would go back and tell 

my	9th	and	10th	grade	self	to	not	dress	the	way	I	
did; it was tragic.”
     Zolkos admires American singer, songwriter, 
and actress, Demi Lovato, “for always speaking out 
on her own experiences and other important issues 
that are often overlooked by society.”
     As excited as Zolkos is to graduate and leave for 
college,	it’s	definitely	bittersweet.	He	made	some	
of the best friends in high school and had some 
really	influential	teachers	that	helped	him	get	to	
where he is today.
    Zolkos is just really proud that all of his hard 
work has paid off. He hopes that he’ll do just as 
equally as good as he did in high school, knowing 
that college and especially real life will be way 
harder than high school but he’s ready.
     Zolkos advises, “Not to sound cliché, but my 
advice is to never give up and always believe in 
yourself. Having that kind of mindset can get you 
really far in anything you do!” 

Note: Attempts to reach Valedictorian Emma Heit-
man were unsuccessful. Congratulations to her as 
well.

Zolkos named salutatorian

Adriana Ochoa

photo - Daisy Solis
Seth	Zolkos	always	concentrates	hard	to	get	
his work done. He plans to join USF’s BSN 
program	to	become	a	registered	nurse.

     Luz Valdovinos is the new front desk re-
ceptionist;	students	will	find	her	sitting	in	the	front	
office	behind	the	big	desk.	She	is	the	first	person	
visitors see and speak to when they enter Bulldog 
country.  
     A graduate of DeSoto High, Valdovinos played 
tennis and was on the soccer team but found time to 
become	a	certified	CNA	After	graduation	she	went	
on to become a massage therapist.
     “I’ve always liked helping others and this lets 
me help a lot of people such as teachers, parents, 
students, and or administrators,” Valdovinos states. 
This may be a perfect job she has found as some 
may tell.  
						Receptionists	are	the	first	ones	visitors	see	as	
they	enter	the	school	front	office.	They	help	any	
students, teachers, or parents that need something 
such	as	dropping	something	off	or	trying	to	find	the	
place they need to go.
						At	first	sight	Valdovinos	presents	herself	as	
a polite and respectful adult. As observing her 
working some can even say she takes her job very 
professionally and respects her workplace and 
the people around her. Also as she speaks to other 
adults or students she exhibits manners and kind-

ness to those she speaks to. 
    Valdovinos is a bilingual receptionist which 
helps this school a lot because several students and 

including parents only speak Spanish. With her help 
it is easier for Hispanic parents and students to feel 
more comfortable to come to the school and speak 
with someone who works here. She has not had 
experience before as a receptionist but as some may 

tell she is getting the hang of it. 
     One may wonder why she chose to work at the 
school.	“This	is	my	first	job	at	the	school	district,	
I have always thought of working in the school 
district” Valdovinos says. She has been the school’s 
new receptionist for a month and a half, with no 
complaints so far. She was not looking to become 
the school’s new receptionist at the time but it was 
the only position that was open so it was perfect.
     She has two daughters that go to West Elemen-
tary. Daughter Itsell is in 4th grade with Itzebella 
in Kindergarten. One of the pros in working as 
the receptionist here is that her schedule is perfect 
because it does not interfere with her spending time 
with her girls.     
  

photo - Destiny Keller
Luz	Valdovinos	is	the	first	person	people	see	as	they	enter	
the	front	office.	Valdavinosa,	a	certfied	CNA,	is	the	front	
desk receptionist. 

Valdovinos gives insight as new front desk receptionist
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Jesus Arivizu

Daisy Silos
     While this school year is coming to an end, the 
events are not over. Prom is an occasion that gives 
high school students the opportunity to have a night 
out celebrating with friends. Lifelong memories are 
created at prom as seniors prepare to leave the high 
school behind. 
    “Prom is a fun experience if you go with the right 
people,” said Julieta Trejo, a senior.
    This year’s prom is themed Arabian Nights; it 
was selected by the junior class officers. It was held 
at the Turner Center on April 24th. 
    “One of the themes we almost picked was ‘dia-
monds are forever’,” reported Smith. She said she 
will also be attending the occasion.
    “Last year was crazy, this year will be crazier. 
Senior-year is going out with a bang,” said Carlos 

Valenzuela, also an officer.
    Expenses for prom range from place to place. 
Alyssa Hairston said that her prom costs for this 
year totaled up to $520; among those costs were the 
dress, makeup, jewelry, and party bus, a cost which 
is split among those that attend the bus party. 
     Zachary Dalton, who is also attending prom this 
year, said that his expenses totaled up to $270. His 
costs included the tuxedo, party bus, food (after 
prom expenses), and corsage.
    “I spent $150 on the tuxedo, plus $52 for the 
party bus. I also had to buy the corsage for my 
date,” said Dalton.
     While it is referred to as ‘prom,’ it is actually 
short for promenade. People like to hold onto some-
thing that reminds them of their special night.

Students create memories with Arabian Nights themed Prom

     Universal studios will be creating a 
‘’Stranger Things’’ theme on Halloween 
Horror Night on September 14 in Hol-
lywoods. Collaborating with the authors 
and creators of stranger things, Matt 
Duffer, Ross Duffer, and Shaw Levy for 
themed mazes that will replicate scene 
and story lines from the show first season.
     “From the Hawkins National Labora-
tory, under the U.S Department of En-
ergy, to the Byers home adorned with an 
changeable display of flashing Christmas 
lights and the eerie upside down woods 
oozing a shower of floating orb-liking 
spores, the chilling new mazes will offer 
surprising twists and unexpected toms 
around every corner,”  Universal Studios 
said in a statement.
     Fans of Stranger Things will get the 
opportunity to experience the Demogor-
gon characters. Along with the parallel 

universe known as the Upside Down, the 
living room with flashing holiday lights, 
and top-secret government lab, Universal 
Orlando confirmed in its official an-
nouncement Tuesday.
     It is all based on series set in 1983 
around a small Indiana town, a group 
of brave middle school kids willing to 
save their friend Will Byer who had been 
captured by a Demogorgon monster. Its 
main season is the basis for the Universal 
Studios house. It would basically follow 
the storyline starting from the first season 
and continues to the next.
     Universal Orlando has begun HHN 
ticket sales but only for select deals, 
including one that throws in a second 
night for free. Fans are eager to see what 
Universal Studios has planned and ready 
to watch some of the coolest and scariest 
part of stranger things.

Stranger Things collaborates with  Universal 
Studios for Halloween Horror Nights
Leslie Delacruz

photo- Jacqueline Flores

Antonio Polk and Alexa Enriquez are announced prom 
queen and king.  They take their last picture at their last 
prom.

     Ranging from rage 
quits to epic victories 
and even celebrities 
playing it, one game 
has it all; Fortnite, 
which has made mil-
lions from its success. 
        Fortnite is a free 
game with a family-
friendly and cartoony 
visuals that can 
be played on 
many devices. 
It has two game 
modes “battle 
royale” with 
100 player vs 
player combat 
and “save the world” 
where you fight zom-
bies and do quests. 
In battle royale, you 
first parachute down 
onto a deserted island. 
Along the map you 
collect resources, 
build defenses, and 
collect weapons to 
defend yourself, all 
while trying to outrun 
the storm. The last 
person standing be-
comes the victor.

     Fortnite also has 
seasons which last 
about 2 months. You 
can buy the battle 
pass to get accessories 
in the and do daily 
missions to help you 
tier up. With V-bucks, 
the in-game currency, 
you can buy acces-

sories, skins, and 
emotes. Sometimes 
there are event up-
dates, such as “blitz” 
where the storm 
spawns right away 
and is also faster 
therefore there is a lot 
more chaos, There is 
also “sneaky silenc-
ers” in which the 
weapons are silenced, 
and “high explosives” 
which is a battle with 
only explosive weap-

ons such as the RPG, 
grenade launcher, 
homing missiles, gre-
nades and c4’s.
          Fortnite has 
become so popular 
that even celebrities 
have been playing 
it, such as Joe Jonas, 
who had posed it on 

his Twitter to his 
more than 10 million 
followers that people 
could play with him. 
Other celebrities that 
play Fortnite include 
Chance the Rap-
per, Finn Wolfhard, 

from the Netflix series 
“Stranger Things”, 
and Roseanne Barr. 
Drake teamed up 
with Twitch streamer, 
Ninja to play Fortnite 
together     
     Aside from Fort-
nite, Epic Games has 
also made many other 
games such as Unreal 
Tournament, Unreal 
Tournament 3, and 
many more.

Fornite’s intense gameplay hits 
it up in the gaming community

graphic - www.GameStop.com

graphic - www.mothership.com

Fortnite• 
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Hayley Thompson
      The 2018-2019 cheerleaders have 
been elected.  Tryouts were held on 
March 24-25.  At tryouts, candidates 
had to perform a cheer, chant, and 
dance taught to them by a coach from 
FAMU.
     Varsity cheerleaders are Gracie 
Caudill, J’lynn Marks, Mary Brown, 
Iyona Wesley, Peyton Peacock, and 
Elfridge Arthur. Also on the squad are 
Marissa Rodriguez, Miranda Powers, 
Pamela Pelham, Jaida Lee, Yanely 
Hernandez, Nydaja Mann, and Wil-
low Ransom.  Amanda Nunez, Deedee 
McMillan, Alicia Daley, Cynthia Ross, 
Ana Rios, Sydney Hoffmier, Gabby 
Rodriguez, Ariana Moltry, Olivia Bol-
stein,	and	Lindsey	Shadduck	finished	
out the roster for varsity. “It was hard 
work but I’m glad I’m part of the team 

again!” Says Pamela Pelham.
     Junior varsity cheerleaders are 
Ericka King, Lacy Grimes, Chyane 
Smith, Sandra Cendejas, Symphony 
Hillard, and Jantariyana Stroman.  
Also Victoria Sickafoose, Abby Har-
rison, Vianey Garcia, Gracie Banda, 
Jayden McCall, and Brittany Omar. 
Also on the squad are Sierra Bullard, 
Karlee Bowling, Jailyn Perez, and 
Shante Daley.  “I’m happy I made the 
team and I’m excited and nervous to 
start next year!” says Vianey Garcia
     “We’re excited for this year.  We 
have a lot planned and we’re going 
to work harder than ever to display 
Bulldog spirit. We have a lot of new 
cheers.” says sponsor Mrs. Tammy 
Jones.  

Cheerleaders elected

Ximena Angeles

Antonio Perez becomes a Bulldog
     Antonio Perez Jr. Guzman student from 
Lakewood Ranch High School, located in 
Bradenton Florida, has transferred to Desoto 
High along with his brother Braden Vela. 
   Perez has stated that his plans after graduat-
ing high school to go to UFC or to become 
a graphic designer. He moved here about a 
month ago. Perez lived in Myakka, Florida 
and then moved to Arcadia, Florida but still 
continued to attend Lakewood Ranch. While 
at Lakewood, Perez was on the wrestling team 
for 4 years. Tiring of the hour long daily drive, 
he moved to Desoto.
     Some of Perez’s hobbies are playing games 
and working out. His favorite color is black 
and his favorite place to vacation is New York. 
His favorite movie is “Creed” and his favorite 
actor is Toby McGuire. USA World Wrestling 
is his favorite sports team and his favorite ideal 
college is Penn State. 
      Some of the things that he does during his free time are working out and 
wrestling. His taste in music is a variety of many. He mentions that he liked 
Alternative, Indie, Hip Hop, Rap and RnB. His favorite types of artist are XXX-
Tentacion, Lil’ Peep, Toro y Moi, and Tyler the creator.
 Texas Roadhouse hired Perez for a while. The one thing that he liked most 
about it was the food they had.

   Perez was then asked what he liked most about 
this school, he replied with “The thing I like the 
most about this school is the science classes and 
the fact that everybody is nice” said Perez.
    He has 11 siblings in his family “My siblings 
range in age from 1 to 19 years old” says Perez. 
His Dad is from Puerto Rico and his mom is from 
the Dominican Republic. His only pet is a Chihua-
hua and a Cockatoo. 
     Perez has talents some of them are athleticism 
and singing. He sang with famous artist when he 
was in 5th grade. It was with Katy Perry, Lady 
Gaga, Imagine Dragons, and Matt Daven. He was 
not in a group or band it was an own documentary 
school choir.
     If there was something that he would change in 
this world it would be the economic equality. “If 

I had a possibility to change this world, it would be 
the economic crisis, so that everyone would have 
the same quantity of money and there wouldn’t be 

any robberies or crimes” admits Perez.    

     On Friday, April 28 an art festival was held between 10-3 at the SFSC cam-
pus. A variety of art projects will be displayed at the event where guests can vote 
for their favorites.
    Votes are placed using tickets; each costs $1. Winners will receive a ribbon 
while other participants will receive a pin for their hard efforts. According to the 
art teacher, Stephanie Heuer, there are approximately 1,000 entries. While the 
middle and high school students are solely coursework, elementary students will 
use the theme “art around the world” in their art. 
The District Wide- Show will differ 
from previous art shows held. 
Instead of having separate shows 
for each school, art teachers have 
gathered together to plan a more 
meaningful event. These teachers 
are Stephanie Heuer from the high 
school; Pam Davis from the middle 
school; Charlotte Bishop from 
Nocatee; Robin Miller from 
Memorial; and Bon- nie Simmons 
from West. 
Heuer states that the purpose of the 
collaboration is to “raise common 
awareness on how it benefits	students”	
and “fundraising to buy materials.” 
Even with the art show coming up on Saturday, the art teachers are already look-
ing forward to next year. Whether another one will be scheduled depends on how 
successful the current one will be. Heuer hopes for a more organized approach 
for	next	year’s	art	show,	where	they	can	receive	financial	support	from	the	com-
munity and small prizes from McDonald’s. 
   The Art Festival this year will be different compared to the other shows. All 
art teachers have organized one whole art show where students of any grade can 
participate. Other activities will also take place while music will be played. 

   Maria Garcia

First county art festival
well received by schools

Pamela Pehlam, Ariana Moltry, Grace Caudill, Amanda Nunez, Jatariyana Stroman, Alecia 
Daley, Mary Brown, Sydney Hoffmier, Ericka King, Cynthia Ross, and Iyona Wesley Prac-
ticing their cheer jumps. The girls were elected for next years cheerleading team.

Antonio Perez came to DeSoto from Lakewood Ranch High School 
and participated in wrestling.

                    Photo - Kerena Robinson

                          photo - Ximena Angeles 

Art student Michel Fitzpatrick puts in the 
time on her mug. All art students were en-
couraged to enter something in the festival. 
Approximately 1,000 entered district wide.

                      photo - Maria Garcia
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     The popular man purse also known as a satchel 
( murse) is a very fashion forward style for men 
varying in style and size.
     It all began with Julie Deane, a mother of two 
kids. She had founded the Cambridge Satchel 
company in England in 2008, according to an 
article by Forbes. Deane’s motive at the time was 
simply to move her kids to a better school. Her 
daughter had been “bullied there and I wanted to 
move her to a new safer environment” along with 
her other child, as said by Deane in the article by 
Forbes. She started the business along with her 
mother as a way to pay for her children's school 
fees at the time. Her situation had motivated her to 
start her own company.
     The satchels that she created were “handmade 
and colorful especially made for children” who 
attended school. Although her stachels were 
eventually changed when it was featured as a 
men's accessory in The Guardian in 2009, stated 
by the article by Forbes. Deane stated that “We 
are very excited; we have bags for women and 
men of all ages”. The satchels range in many 

styles and designs. Some satchels are plain colors 
such as black, white or even a mix like blue 
and white. The satchels also have patterns like 
feathers,buttons or colorful designs.
     Through her passion and hard work her com-
pany was eventually recognized by The Guardian 
in 2009. Deane’s fashion accessories were fea-
tured in the magazine. Due to the satchel’s being 
featured as a fashion accessory for men, the idea 
crossed by Deane’s mind to make some exclusive-

ly for men. From there their satchels sky rocketed 
and they were making more and more every year 
with sales. 
     According to the article by Forbes, with all of 
the recognition Deane had decided to open her 
first store in 2013. In the next two years she had 
up to four stores in the United Kingdom, stated by 
the article by Forbes. The company even had ac-
cessories being sold in over 120 countries. Deane 
states, “I’m very proud”, her company has become 
a success and her sales have to show for it.
     Deane’s motive at first was simply to pay for 
her kid’s school fees after being bullied by open-
ing a bag business. Before she knew it, it eventu-
ally sprouted to something even bigger. She had 
seen her hard work pay of by being featured on a 
magazine for the world to see. Sales went up ev-
ery day making satchels very popular world wide. 
Now men and women can be seen wearing them 
all over. 

 Satchel becomes trendy fashion accessory

    Cars are simply these big hunks of metal put 
together with an engine and wheels, with one 
pedal to go and one to stop, right? Wrong! Cars are 
way more than this, they are the very mechanical 
capabilities that the human mind envisions, brought 
to life over the course of the last 130 years. They 
are supposed to be these adrenaline packed, power 

producing, joy riding machines that get you to point 
A and point B all while you're hanging on to your 
seat for life. Every car has its own unique story 
and style, and has a special place in their heart to 
someone. 

     “The craziest thing I see myself doing in the car 
is just driving gas and getting pulled over a lot,” 
chuckles Jared Ulysses Rodriguez, sophomore and 
proud owner of a 2012 supercharged Audi A4. Ro-
driguez got the car on April 20th. In the little time 
he has had it he has not yet named it, however he 
has found what he enjoys most about the car. 
     He states he likes that it is a small supercharged 
v6 all wheel drive car that has a great handling 
and acceleration that also rides extremely smooth. 
“The best feature I love is the supercharger because 
you can hear the whine of it when you’re driving 
it down the road,” Rodriguez says. He hopes in the 
future to add wider tires along with new rims and 
possibly lowering the car down.    
      A 1996 brown-maroon 3.3L 6 Cylinder engine 
with a 5 speed manual transmission does not seem 
that appealing to everyone but for Dalton Delaney, 
junior, he enjoys every bit of the car. “I got it about 
a year and a half ago,” he says when asked on when 
he acquired the car. Even though the exterior is not 
the most flashy out there, the interior comes with 
leather seats and many other features, which Dela-
ney says “the best is the sunroof”. The pathfinder 
proves to not lack capability, seeing how he has 

done 105 miles per hour in it before. Even though 
Delaney has already hit some of the high speeds, 
although he says for future plans of the SUV “I 
want to get a turbo for it,”.
      These are just a couple of the selection of cars 
here to see out of many more. It comes to show that 
cars are more than just cars to some owners and 
there are plenty of memories to be made with these 
man made machines. 

Daisy Torres - Ramirez

Cars greatly enjoyed by their owners

Graphic-The Cambridge Satchel Copmpany

Paul Alejo 

photo- Nikki Locker
Nicki Locker is the owner of this brown Ford Taurus.   
It ‘s main detail is that it is very economincal on gas.

photo- Nikki Locker
Dalton Delaney owns this 1996 brown-maroon 3.3L 6 Cyl-
inder engine. It has a 5 speed manual transmission.
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